


23 June 1813. 








BILL 

[AS AMENDED UY THE COMMITTEE] 

To dissolve the Corporation of the Royal Canal 
Company in Ireland ; and to appoint Commis- 
sioners for enquiring* into and examining tlie 
Claims of the Creditors of the said Company., 
and other matters relating to the said Company^ 
and to provide for carrying on and completing 
the Ciuial from Dublin to Tarmonhuryy on the 
River Shannon. 



Note . — The Figures in the Margin denote the mmber of the Folios 
■in the written Coj^. 



j ® a on an Enquiry made -befone a Comrarttee of Pieami>}». 

J ^ Honourable Tlouse^of Commons of the United Kingdom, 
t Cit has been made appear, that several of the Rules, Eegnla- Provisions in 
tions. Provisions and Conditiotis, in the Charter of Iiicorpora- 
trongranted'to the Royal Ca;2a'/ Company by 'Letteps Patent under the 
'Great Seal of Ireland, .bearing date the first day of Ootnber, in the .9 gw. in. 
twenty-ninth year of His present Majesty’s Reign, for the purpose of 
conqileting a navigable Canal from Dublin to 'Farmanbiay on the 
River Shannon in Ireland, have been neglected, abused, transgres.sed awl 
violated, by the said Company; and that the said Company is wholly 
insolvent, and unable to pay the Debts due to the Creditors of the said 
2 Coinpanv ; and it is therefore deemed expedient, that all powers and 
authorities given to the said Company as a Corporation by the said 
Charter or othenvise, should cease and determine ; 

'Sc it by The KIN G’s Most Excellent Ma.if.stt, 

by find with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
•poml, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Anthority of the same, TH VT from and afier the expiration of Twenty- 
303. A one 
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The saiil oue-days after the passing of tins Act, the said Boxjal Canal Company 
Co.n‘aSall ^ Corporation, and shall be and the same is hereby 

nn7tKoll% declared to be dissolved; and oil powers and anihorities whatsoever, 
SVh’rS vested by the said Charter, or by any Law, Statute or I’sagewliat- 
dissolved. soever, in the said Company as a Corporation, or in any directors, 

officers, servants, agents or other persons employe*! appointed or autho- 
rized by the said Company, shall, from and after the expiration of 
Twenty-one days after the passing of this Act, cease and determine, and 
shall be and they are hereby declared to be null and void. 

The Canal, Provided always, and be it Enacted, Tliat from and after the 
Do.k? expiration of Twenty-one days next alter tl.e passing of tills Act. 
Premises, and Canal and'Navigation, and all Od'-b, anches of the same, and 

Tolls* ami all all Cuts Or Canals communicating with the same, and all Lands le- 
nements and Hereditaments, and all Docks, Wharfs, Locks, Engines, 
Machines, Houses, Buildings, Warehouses and Tenements, and all 
AcT&c!’he Boats, Barges and Vessels whatever, which immediately before the 
Direioi of' passing of this Act were vested in or possessed or occupied by the said 
triiand Navi- Canal Company, and all Furniture which has been -provided by 

E"appoint- the said Company for the use of the Persons inhabiting or using any 
SgS'iii. such House, Warehouse, Building or Premises; and also, all Tolls 
and Duties imposed by the said Royal Canal Company, and 
recovering the being and remaining vested in the said Company immediately before 
the passing of this Act ; and all Rents, Ammities or other Income, and 
all Arrears thereof due and payable, or which shall hereafter become 
due and payable; and all and every sum and sums of Money, 
Debts and Dues, Goods, Cliattels, Property, Claims, Materials, and 
things whatever, which the said Royal Canal Company, or any 
Director, Treasurer or other Officer, or any Proprietor of the said 
Company, as such Director, Ti-easurer or other Officer or Proprietor, 
are or shall or may be in anywise seised or possessed of or entitled 
unto, under or by virtue of the said Charter, of in right of the Office 
held by such Director, Treasurer or other Officer, or by virtue of 
any Act or Acts in force in Ireland, or of any Contract or Bar- 
gain whatsoever for the purjiose of the said Navigation, at the time 
of the passing of this Act, shall, from and immediately after the 
expiration of Twenty-one days next after the passing of this Act, 
be and become, and the same are hereby vested and declared to be 
vested in the “ Directors of all AV’erks relatii>g to Inland Navigation in 
“ Ireland,” appointed or to be appointed under and by virtue of an Act 
made in the Parliament of Ireland in the tortieth year of His present 
4 oGM.ni. Majesty’s Keign, intituled, « An Act for granting to His Maje.sty the 
(I-)'- 5'- huxirlred thousand Pounds, for promoting Inland Navi- 

“ gauon in Ireland, and for other purposes therein mentioned, and for 
“ authorizing the raising of the said sum by IjDan ; and the san>e 
shall continue vested in the said Directors, usually called “ The Di- 
rectors General of Inland Navigation,” during the continuance of this 
Act, and until further provision shall be made by some Act or Acts of 
Parliament respecting the same ; and the said Directors General of 
Inland Navigation shall have and be entitled to all such retnedies for 
leco.vering the said Tolls Rates and Duties, and all such Debts, Dues, 

^Claims, 
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Claims, and Demands, sum and sums of Money whatsoever, as by the 
said Cinu-ter of the said J\o}ial Canal Company, or by any Act or Acts 
in force in Ireland, or by any Law Usage or Custom whatsoever, are given 
or provided for receiving and recovering by the said Com- 

l)anv, or the Directors or Officers of the same, all Tolls Rates and Duties 
imposed by the said Roijal Canal Company, or for the recovery of any 
such Debts, Dues, Claims or Demands, sum or sums of Money whatso- 
ever, respectively. 

And be it fiirt'ier Enacted, That the said Directors General ofinland 

^ Navigation shall, during the continuance of this Act, and until further 

provision shall be made by some Act or Acts of Parliament to be passed CuinpanysUail 
for tliat jiurpose, have full power and authority to carry into execution 
iuid to complete the said Navigation between the City of Dublin and Geneni of 
the said Town of Tannonbury on the River Shannon, and all Canals, 

Cuts, Olf-Branches, Locks, Docks and other Works relating to the said 
Navigation, and to apply all and every thcTolls, Rates, Duties, Kents, Re- 
venues, Sum and Sums of Money, Goods Chattels and Effects, by this Act 
vested in the said Directors General of Inland Navigation as aforesaid, for 
and towards the managing, maintaining, conducting, carrying on and 
completing the said Navigation, and to order direct and manage, design 
make and do all matter.s and things whatsoever, in upon and about the 
said Navigation; and all the Canals, Cuts, Off-Branches, Jxicks, Docks 
and other Works relating thereto, as the said Directors. General of 

7 Inland Navigation shall think proper and expedient, in the same manner 
as the said Royal Canal Company or the Directors thereof might or 
could have done before the passing of this Act; and that all and every 
the powers and authorities which were heretofore by the said Charter, 'or 
by any Law or Laws, Act or Acts in force in Ireland, granted to, vested 
in, or executed by the said Rojjal Canal Company, shall, from and after 
the expiration of Twenty-one days after the passing of tJiis Act, be and 
the same are hereby vested in the said Directors General of Inland Navi- 
gation, for the purposes of this Act, as fully and effectually to all intents 
and purposes as all such powers and authorities were heretofore granted 
to, exercised by, or vested in the said Rcnjal Canal Company, or in the 
Directors or Proprietors thereof respectively, and as if the same were rer 
peated and enacted in this present Act; Subject nevertheless to such 

orders and instructions, for regulating the conduct and duty of the said Lieutenant 
Directors General in the execution of this Act, as may from time to 
time be given by the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or c. ji.§2. 

8 Governors of Ireland for the time being. 

And be it further Enacted, That if at any time after the passing of J' 
this Act anv sum or sums of Money shall be granted by the Authority Parliament for 
of Parliament, for the purpose of carrying on or completing the the said Navi* 
said Navigation from Dublin to Tarmonhimj, such sum or sums of 
Money shall be remitted and paid to the said Directors General of Inland Pirectors 
Navigation in Ireland, or to their order, and shall by them be paid of" ** 
expended and applied in and about the carrying on and completing the 
said Navigation, at such times, in such manner, and upder such orders, 

005 directions 
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•directions and restridlions, for insuring the due application of such 
Money of the said Navigation, as the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, shall think fit to 
direct and appoint. 

Appoi-'W'tni AND whereas it may in some cases be found expedient that there 9 
rmendMiis 1^' should .be Assistants to the sain Directors in the management of the said 
Uon^^iiiwu't ^‘^'••igatlon hereby vested in tlie said Directors General of Inland Na- 
R««-afd; vigatioii ; BE it Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for the said 
Directors Genera!,, if they shall think fit, from time to time to nominate 
and appoint, without salary or reward, any Person or Persons wdio 
may be interested in the prosperity of the said Navigation and as shall 
appear to the said Directors to be proper to be such Assistants, and with 
such powers and authorities as such Directors shall think fit j and such 
Persons shall and may exercise siicii powers and authorities in resjvect 
to the said Navigation as the said Directors shall authorize them 
s<ich.Siip!rin- vcspc.cti.vely to cxei-cise : Provided always, that the said Directors may 
lericiei'is may time to time -remove such Persons, so appointed by them to be 

by Diiectois. ‘•Siii)eriuteudQnts of the said Navigation. 

Company shall' Aiid l)e it fuTthcir Ewactcd, That the said lio^al Canal Compstiy, and .10 
all and every Director or Director.s, Treasurer or Treasurers, Clerks, 
to the said OlTicers and other Persons, appointed by or em^d-oyed under the said 
nerau tnd pay CompanV,- shall, within Tw'cnly-one days after the passing of this Act, 

’^ bencvCi’ they or any of them shall be thereto required by the said 
Directors General oT Inland Navigation, deliver up to the said Dircc- 

• tors Geireral, or to such Person or Persons as tliey sliall nominate and ap- 

• point to receive the same ; all Books, Deeds, Bills, Bonds, Contracts, Se- 
curities, Accounts, Papers, Maps, Plans, and Writings whatsoever, R*k'ticig 
to the said Canal, and the oarryingon and managing of tlic san>e, which the 
said Company, or the Directoi's, Clei-ks or Officers of the said Companv, 
or any other Pei-sCn or Pei'sous employed or who may have been em 
ployed by dr iii trust for thesaidCompany, or for the said Directors,:Clerks 
or Officers, bave-or hrfth ’in bis or their custody, pmver or possession-, 
and that all and every Persons aird Person, being or liavingBeen Directors 

or a Director, Treashl’ers or Treasurer, or Offioei’s or Officer of the said i.i 
Royal C’<7nrt/ Company, shall, when thereto requirad by the saidDirectoiS 
General of Inland Navigation, make and render to the said Directors 
General of Inland Navigation, a full, true and particular accomit-of 'all 
sum and sums of Moiie;!’-, Stock.®, Eunds, Bills, Bonds, Notes and other 

• Securities whatsoever, at any time in the hamls, .eusto< 1 y, power or pos- 
session, or standing in the name or names of any such Director, Trea- 
surer, or other Officer respectively, or any Person or Persons in trust 
for him them or any of them respectively, and any way belonging, re- 
lating to or concerning the said Royal Canal Company, 'and shall if re- 
quired, make Oath before the said Directors General of Inland Naviga- 
tion, or any one of them (which Oath such Director General or ans' 
One of them are hereby empowered to administer) to the truth of 
such Account ; and shall also pay over and transfer to the said Directors 
Gcueral of Inland NaVig^^tion, or to Such Person or Persons and in such 

manner 
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j ‘tnanner litid at such time hr times as the said Directors General shall 
direct and appoint, all and every Such sum and suras of Money, Stocks, 

Funds, Hills, 'Bouds, NbtcS'or other 'Securities respectively, as shall appear 
to be in the hands, custody, power, possession, name or names of such 
Director, Treasurer, Officer or other Pei-sdn or Persons respectively, or 
any Person or Persons in trust for him or 'them or any of them as 
'aforesaid. 

Provided ahvays, and be it further Enacted, That the several Officers, Present cierki 
Clerks, Servants, Engiiieers, and other Pereouswho have been appointed 
or continued in tiieir r^spertiw) office's, ’or have been engaged or cm- removed by 
ployed in the service of thb said-i?c3/n/ CaiiaPCompany, pursuan't to the ?n)and*NsvU 
po'Wers given to thefti by I.«aw, 'and wlfo sliall be in possession o'f ihelr 

<*• “ . » • . * appoint 

omces or employments at the time of the passing df this Act, shall and 
mhy (until they shall be rentb'vCd in manner hereinafter mentioned, or 
shall resign, or die) continue to act in all matters and things wbldh 'shall 
appertainor belong to the conduct and management of the said Navif-a- 
13 tipn, 'according 'to their respective Departments, and with the saine sala- 
ries and emoluments i^cspOctively : Provided always, that it shall and 
maybe lawful for th‘e'ski'1 Directors General of Inland Navigation, during 
tire continuance of 'this Act, Worn ti'm'e to 'time, with tlie approbation of 
the Lord Lleate'nA'nt or otlier Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland 
¥or the time being, to remove, 5 f ttie'y shall think fit, all or any of the said 
Officers, Clerks or Servants, and to ajypoirit one or more Person or 
Persons in their room ; and also, with the approbation of the Lend 
High I'reasurcr of Ireland^ or the Commissioners for executing the said 
office of fx)rd High Treasurer, or any Three of them, to vary the Sala- 
ries and Emoluments of such Officers and others respectively, as the said 
Commissioners of Inland Navigation shall in their discretion, and with 
such approbation as aforesaid, judge fit and expedient. 

And be it further Enacted, That the said Directors General of Inland Diiecisrs Cs- 
NaVlgatioft shall, from and after the expiration of Twenty-one days ibbttocuims 
J -1 after the passing of this Act, and during the continuance of tiie same, Acfioi.j 
and until some further provision shall be made by some Act or Acts against t')« 
of Parliament to be passed for that purpose, be subject and liable to all 
claims and demands whatsoever, to which the said Bo^al Canal Com- 
pany are nr may be subject and liable; and that all Actions and Suits 
Wdiich shall have been brought and instituted, either by or ngainst the said 
Company, and which shall be depending at the time of the passing of 
this Act, may be continued and carried on by or against the said Di- 
rectors General of Inland Navigation, in the same maimer as such 
Actions or Suits might have been carried on against the said Company, 
if this Act had not been made, subject nevertheless to the provisions 
in this Act contained. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That no execution to be Directo s Ge- ' 
issued in or by reason of any Action or Actions, to be commenced or 

only for Pro- 

prosccuted against -the said Directors General of Inland Navigation, peny vested 
under or by virtue of this Act, shall aflect any Property which is or Ihis 

303- B ■ shall 
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shall or may be vested in the said Directors General, save only the 
Property \’ested in them by this Act, or under or bv means of the pro- 
©irtcfors Ge- visions thereof; and provided also, that in any Action which shall have 
4ay* Proved. commenced against the said Royal Canal Company, at any time 
'Actions before the passing of tliis Act, and which may be carried on against the 
againsiihtm. said Directors General, or which shall or may be commenced against 
the said Directors General of Inland Navigation, at any time after the 
passing of this Act, and during the continuance of the same, for or in 
respect of any Claim or Demand against or relating to the said Ro^at 
Canal Company, it shall and may be lawful for the Directors General 
of Inland Navigation, to apply to the Court in which any such Action 
sliall have been or shall be brought or carried on, during the sitting of 
such Court, or to any Judge of such Court during vacation, for Stay of 
Proceedings in such Action ; and such Court and such Judge respectively 
are hereby required to stay such Proceedings accordingly, during the 
continuance of this Act. 



Expedient to AND whercas on the said Enquiry before the Committee of the 
enissioners of Honourable House of Commons, it has been made appear, that great 
m"sTondu« of irregularities and abuses have taken place in the conducting the business 

Directors, &c. aud coticems of the said Royal Canal Company, bv the Directors of the 
ot the Royal ,, iv-".. 

Canal Com- Said Compaiiy and others, to the injury as well of the Creditors or 
Loanholders, as of the Proprietors or Stockholders of the said Company; 
and it is expedient that a full Enquiry should be made with respect 
to all such irregularities and abuses, and into the legality and validity 
of the Debts of the several Persons now claiming to be Creditors of the 
said Company; BE it therefore Enacted, That James Hale, Esquire, 
Thomas Pargiler Dickinson, Esquire, and John Smith, Esquire, shall be 
and they are hereby appointed to be Commissioners for making the 
Enquiries intended and directed b}-- this Act, as hereinafter provided. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and for 
the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for 1 7 
the time being, during the continuance of this Act, from time to time to 
appoint one or more Person or Persons in the place or stead of any such 
Commissioner or Commissioners of Enquiry, who may die, or refuse to 
act ; and all and every Person and Persons so to be appointed, shall be 
and is and are hereby invested with the same Powers for making the 
Enquiries directed by this Act, as the Person or Persons in whose place 
or stead he or they shall be so appointed, was or were invested with. 

And be it further Enacted, That all the Powers by this Act vested in 
the said Directors General of Inland Navigation, and in the Commis- 
sioners of Enquiry appointed or to be appointed by virtue of this Act, 
shall and may from time to time be exercised by the majority of such 
Directors and Commissioners respectively ; and all Acts, Orders and 
Proceedings of such Directors and Commissioners respectively, or the 18 
majority of them, shall have the same force and effect as if done or 
made by all the said Directors or Commissioners respectively. 
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And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners of Enquirj', 
so appointed or to he appointed under or by virtue of this Act, shall and 
may, and they are hereby authorized and required to examine into and 
investigate all improper Practices, Irregularities and Abuses, and other 
Misconduct, which have taken place in the execution of the povrers and 
authorities which were given to the said Royal Canal Company by 
any chaiter, law or usage, or othenvise howsoever, or which have been 
practised or committed by the Directors of the said Company, or bv 
any OtRccr or Officers of the said Company, or hj’ any Person or 
Persons who now are or have been concerned, employed or engaged, in 
managing, conducting or transacting the business of the said Company ; 
and also how far the Proprietors or Stockholders of the said Company 
are individually implicated in or answerable for anj”^ Irregularities, 

*9 Abuses, or Misconduct of such Directors; and also how and in what 
manner the several Persons being or claiming to be Proprietors or Stock- 
holders of the said Company, at the time of the passing of this Act, 
became possessed of or entitled to such Stock or Property in the said 
Company, whether by original subscription or by subsequent purchase, 
or by devise or otherwise, and the Consideration paid by all the said 
Pci'sons respectively, or by the Persons under whom they claim, for 
such Stock or Property in the said Company; and also to enquire how 
and in what manner the several Persons being or claiming to be Cre- 
ditors of the said Company or Loanholders, or Holders of any Loan 
Debentures or other Securities from the said Company, become such 
Creditors, or became possessed of or entitled to such Loan Debentures or 
other Securities ; and whether all or any, and which of such Persons, 
originally advanced the Money for which such Loan Debentures or 
other Securities were originally issued, and upon what terms, and what 

20 money or other consideration was actually paid, given or advanced, by 
such Persons, or by those under w'hom they claim ; or whether sucli 
Persons purchased such Loan Debentures, and at what price and for 
what consideration ; and such Commissioners of Enquiry are also hereby 
authorized and empowered to examine into and investigate all such other 
matters and things whatsoever as shall or may be referred to them by the 
Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors odrdand, for 
the time being, for the purpose of obtaining a full and perfect knowledge 
of the whole state of the AiFairs and Concerns, Debts, Credits and En- 
gagements, of the said Company, and of the legal and equitable Claims 
of the Proprietors or Stockholders, and of the Creditors or Ix>anhoIders 
of the said Company respectively. 

2 1 And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners of Enquiry 
• under this Act, shall from time to time report, and certify their 

Proceedings in writing under their hands and seals to the Lord 
Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Governors of Indantl for 
the time being, specifying how far the persons being or claiming to 
be Stockholders in or Subscribers to the said Company, or any or 
which of them are or have been individually implicated in the mis- 
conduct, irregularities and abuses committed by the Directors of the said 
Company, and how far any of the said Subscribers or Stiiekholders are or 
303. may 
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maybe innocent sufTerers by sucli misconduct of such Directors; and 
in like manner how far the Persons who claim to be Creditors or Loan- 
holders of the said Company are bond Jidc Creditors of the said Com- 
pany, and to what amount; and the said Commissioners of Enquiiy 
shall add to such Report, all such' other observations, suggestions, plans, 
matters ipid things, as may or shall occur to them, or as may appear to 
the said Commissioners of Enquiry to be fitting and expedient, or as 
may be required of them by the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Go- 2Z 
vernor or Governors of Ireland for the time being : Provided always, 
that any and every Report which shall be so made by the said Commis- 
sioners of Enquiry to the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or 
Governors of Ireland for the time being, shall be laid before both 
Houses of Piuiiament, within Fourteen Days after any such Report 
shall be made, if Parliament shall be then silting, or else within One 
Month after the then next meeting of Parliament. 

Firstarvi oilier And be it further Enacted, That the first Meeting of the said Com- 
ComSoL missioners of Enquiry appointed by this Act, shall be held within 
Thirty Days next after the passing of this Act; and that the said 
Commissioners of Enquiry shall meet at least Four days in each week, 
for carrying into execution the Enquiry intended by this Act ; and at 
such other days and times as shall from time to time be appointed, and 
shall proceed in such Enquiry under such Orders and Directions as may 
be from lime to time given by the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief 
Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being : Provided always, 
that the said Commissioners may adjourn to such time or times as shall 
he directed by the Lord Lieutenant or other Chief Governor or Gover- 
nors of Ireland for the time being. 

Oath of Con-« AikI bo it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners of Enquiry 
IH 1 I. 510 M 1 S. shaip -before they proceed to execute the purposes of this Act, take 
and subscribe the following Oath : 

“ I, A. B. do swear. That, according to the best of my skill and 
“ knowledge, I will faithfully, impartially and truly, execute 23 
“ the several powei-s and trusts vested in me by an Act. inti- 
“ tuled, “ An Act \_Iiere insert the Title of (his Actl according 
“ to the tenor and purport of the said Act.” 

Which Oath any one of the said Commissioners is hereby empowered to 
administer to any otl»er or others of the said Commissioners, Tvv6 
OP more of the said Commissioners being present ; and the Secretary ot 
Clerk to be appointed by the said Commissioners shall enter the same 
in a Book to be kept for that purpose. 

Commission- And be it further Enacted, That the said Commissioners of Enquiry 
«mpowS't 7 shall and may, and they are hereby authorixed, by and with the consent 
«po;mClertcs, and approbation of Ibe Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief Governor or 
Governors of Av/flnrf for the time being, to appoint and employ such 
Secretary, Clerks, Messengers and Officers, as they shall think nire't ; 
-and to administer to every of the said Secretary, Clerks and Officers,' 

an 
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an OuUi for his true ami faithful demeanour in all things relating to 
the due performance of the Trust reposed in him by the said Com- 
missioners, and in all otlicr things touching the promises ; which 
Secretary, Clerks and Officers, are hereby required faithfully to execute 
and perform the said I rust in them severally and respectively reposed, 

24 without taking any thing for such their service, otherthan such Salary 

• and Reward as the said Commissioners shall think fit to direct and appoint 

in that behalf, by and witli such consent and approbation as aforesaid ; 
and the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, or Lord High Trea- 
surer of Ireland for the time being, are hereby authorized and 
required to issue and cause to be paid any sums of Money not 
exceeding One tliousand Pounds, to such Person or Persons as the 
said Commissioners of Enquiry shall by writing under their hands 
desire or direct, out of the Consolidated Fund Ireland-, which sums, 
so issued and paid, shall be employed for the payment of the Secretary, 

Clerks, Messengers and other Officers, and in defraying all other 
necessary charges in or about the execution of the powers of this Act, 
so far as relates to the making the enquiries intended by this Act, and in 
such manner and in such proportions as shall be appointed by the said 
Commissioners of Enquiry, by writing under their hands and seals, in that 

25 behalf, without any fees or other charges to betaken or demanded for 
the issuing or payment of the same, on the passing of the Accounts 
thereof. 

And be it further Enacted, That, for the better execution of this Directors Ge- 
present Act, the said Commissioners of Enquiry, shall and may, and co?nmT^on 
tliey are hereby authorized, to meet and sit from time to time, in such «« to. send for 
place or places within the City of Dublin, as they shall find most con- 
venient, with or without adjournment; and it shall and may be lawful, 
as well for the Directors General of Inland Navigation hereinbefore 
mentioned, as also for the said Commissioners of Enquiry, to send their 
Precept or Precepts, iinder their hands and seals respectively, or the 
hands and seals of the majority of them respectively, for any Person or 
Persons whomsoever, and for such books, papens, writings or records, 
relating to the matters and things in this Act mentioned, or to any 
contracts dealings or transactions which may have taken place respecting 
the same, as shall be necessary for carrying into execution any of the 
P'lrposes of this Act ; all which Persons are liereby required and directed 
punctually to attend the said Directors and Commissioners respectively, 
at such time aud times, place and places, as shall be by them respec- 
tively appointed. 
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And be it further Enacted, That every Person who shall at any time Directoi^ ic. 
have been a Director or Officer of the said Royal Canal Company, or 
employed or engaged in carrying on the concerns of the said' Company, aicountw 
or who shall have been a Proprietor or Stockholder, or a Creditor or 
Loanholder of the said Company, and all and every otlier Person and 

T> 1 11111 applied 111 the 

± ersons whatever, who siiaJl be summoned to appeal' before the said eorcems of 
Commissioners of Enquiry, for the purposes of the Enquiry dircctsdby pinyf'* 
this Act, shall give a true aud particular account to the said Commis- 
C sroners 
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sioners of Enquiry appointed by this Act, whenever such Director, 
0(hcer,-ProprietovStockhoider, Creditor, Ix)auholder or other Person, 
•shall be thereto required by the said Commissioners of Enquiry, of and 
concerning all sum and sums of Money paid or subscribed as the Stock 
•r'und or -Capital of the said Company, and of all sura and sums of 
'Mon^y received by or lent or advanced to the said Hoyal Canal Com- 
pany, or hy or to such Directors or Officers of the said Company, or 2,/ 
iiv or to such other person or persons, for the purpose of carrying on 
tile said Canal, or for any purposes connected therewith, or with the 
conduct of the said Company, or the Directors or Officers of the said 
•Company ; and of all sum and sums of Money paid and disbursed on 
account of the said Canal, or otherwise, by or for the said -Company, or 
Uie Directoi-s or Officers tliereof, and of all debts and loans, and of all 
contracts and engagements 'whatever, made by or for -or an behalf of 
or relating to the said Company and the said Canal, and the terms of 
ail such Eoans, and by or ’from whom the same w-ere made, and what 
sums were actually ])aid or advanced thereon, and how any sum or 
sums of Money received by such I.oan was or were applied, and the 
terms of all such contracts and engagements 5 and shall also, when re- 
fpiired by the said Commissioners of Enquiry, render an account of all 
such matters and things whatever, by any such person done for or on 
behalf of or relating to the said Company, and the concerns thereof, as 
shall or may from time to time be required by the said Commissioners 
of Enquiry under or by virtue of this Act. 



-DirKtors And be it furtlier Exacted, That it shall and may be'lawful for the 28 

cCmisTol S'aid Directors General of Inland Navigation, and to and for the said 
Enquiry Commissioners of Enquiry, and they are hereby respectively authorized 
^ambru'po'n and required, to examine upon Oath (or Affirmation of Persons being 
Quakers) which Oath or Affirmation the said Directors General and 
the said Commissioners of Enquiry, or any one of them respectivelj'-j 
r.re hereby authorized to administer respectively ; all Persons whom the 
said Directors or Commissioners respectively shall find occasion to call 
before tliem to bc es-amined, touching all matters and things necessary 
for the execution of the Powers vested in the said Directors and Com- 
missioners respectively by this Act. 



Warrants for And be it further Enacted, That if any Person or Persons summoned 
and^orami"? to appear either before the said Directors General of Inland 'Navigation, 
ting to Piison, or before the said 'Commissioners of Enquiry respectively, for the pur- 
poses of this Act, shall wilfully neglect or refuse to appear before the said 
either’ti^m Directors or Commissioners respectively, or to bring or produce any zg 
theDirectors Acconnts, 'Books, Papers, Writings or Records, relating to any of the 
Navigation matters and things hereinbefore mentioned, or to any Contracts, Deal- 
ings or Transactions respecting the same, • or any of tliem, which shall 
.iEnquiry. j,g his her or their possession custody or power, and which he 
she or they shall have been required by such Summons to produce; or 
shall refuse to be sworn (or being Quakers shall refuse to affirm) or 
being sworn (or being Quakers having affirmed) shall refuse to answer 
ito aiid before the said Directors or -Commissioners respectively, re- 
specting 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 









• 2/ 



1 



1 

f 

f 

t 



•S 

'£ 



e aS 

d 

(\ 

;d 

't'j 

le 

ili 



jd 



ir- 

id 

z9 

he 

al- 

all 

he 

or 

or 

/er 

re- 



( ” ) 

specting any question on oath or affirmation, touching or concerning 
any matter or thing relating to the several matters and things before 
mentioned, or any Contracts, Dealings or Transactions relating thereto, 
then and in every such Case it shall and may be lawful to and for the’ 
said Directors General of Inland Navigation, and for the said Commis- 
sioners of Enquiry respectively, and they are hereby respectively autho- 
3,0 rized and empowered, to make and issue their Warrant or Warrants 
respectively, under their hands and seals or under the hands and seals of 
the majority of them respectively, for taking and apprehending any 
such Person, and committing him or her to such Prison as the said 
Directors or Commissioners respectively, shall think fit; there to remain 
without bail or mainprize until he or she shall submit to be examined 
touching and concerning all matters and things necessary for the exe- 
cution of the powers given by this Act, or to make such production as 
aforesaid, as the case may be: Provided always, that no Person shall be 
compellable to answer any Question, the Answer to which may cri- 
minate or tend to criminate such Person, or to expose such Person to 
any Pains or Penalties. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Commissioner for auditing 
Public Accounts in Ireland, shall once in every year, or oftener if the 
said Commissioners shall think proper, or the Lord Lieutenant or other 
Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being shall direct 
the same, examine into the Expenditure of all Sums which shall at any 
time have been advanced, paid or expended under this Act, and settle 
and audit the Accounts of all Persons concerned therein. 

And be it further Enacted, That in case any Person, upon examina- 
tion upon oath (or being a Quaker upon affirmation) before the said 
3 ^ Directors General of Inland Navigation, or before the said Commissioners 
of Enquiry, or any Three or more of them respectively, as before-men- 
tioned, shall wilfully and corruptly, give false Evidence, any such Person 
so offending and being thereof duly convicted, shall be and is hereby 
declared to be subject and liable to such pains and penalties as Persons 
convicted of wilful and corrupt Perjury are or shall from time to time 
be subject and liable to by Law in Ireland. 

And be it further Enacted, That if any Person, being a Commissioner 
of Enquiry appointed under or by virtue of this Act, or any of the said 
Directors General of Inland Navigation, shall ask, take, accept or exact 
any Fee or Reward whatsoever, for or on account of any thing done or to 
be done under or by virtue of this Act, or on any account whatever, re- 
lating to the putting in execution of this Act and the Enquiry hereby 
directed ; or if any such Person being such Commissioner or Director 
shall in any way directly or indirectly, be interested in any-Contract 
or Bargain made orto be made with respect to the continuing or carrying 
on the Works of the said Navigation from Dublin to Tarmonbury, or with 
32 respect to the Tolls, Rates or Duties payable in respect of the said Navi- 
gation, or in any Contract whatever with respect to any matters or things 
relating to the said Navigation from Dublin to Tarmonbury as aforesaid • 

303* D or 
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w if any Person ‘being such Commissioner or D,irector shall b,$ a s^rety 
for any Person entering into any such Contract or hpWing any Office 
under or by virtue of this Act ; every such Person so offending shall bp 
rendered disabled and incapable of being a Commissionci; of Enquiry 
under this Act, or a Director Q^n^ral of Inland Nayigji^ion ; andishftll 
also forfeit the sum of Five hundred pounds to any Pcr^oq Persons who- 
shall sue for the same, by action of, debt, bill, plaint (W information, or 
irt His Majesty’s Courts of Record^in Irel^nd^ within Thfee Mouths 
afteMhe offence committed} in which suit no essoigp, priyilcge, pro-, 
tecrion or wager of law, nor more than bne imparlance shjay be.allowfiffi 

^mitationof j\nd be it further Enacted* Tfiat no Action shpll bp brought against 
any Director General of Inland Navigation or any .Copimi^oueE.ofEn^- 
quiry appointed or to be appointed by or under this Act, or any, other 
Person or Persons whomsoever, for any matter or thing whatsoever done, 
of committed under or by virtue or in the execution of this Act, .unless- 35 
such Action shall be brought within Six calendar months next after .the 
doing or committing such matter or thing ; and if any Aqtion or Suit gliaUj 
be hereafter commenced or prosecuted against any Person or Persons, for 
any matter or thing done under, by virtue or in the executiou of tliis Act, 
such Person or Persons may plead the General Issue, and give this Act 
and the Special Matter in evidence 5 and if the Plaintiff ishall beccHue. 
nonsuited, or suffer discontinuance, or forbear further prosecution, or- if 
Judgment shall be given for the Defendant or Defendants, such Defendant 

Double Costs, or Defendants shall recover Double Costs, for which he she or they sliaJl 
have the like Remedy as where Costs by Law are given to Defendants. 

Continuance And be it further Enacted, That this Act shall continue in force 
until the Twenty-fifth day 6f March one 'thousand eight hundred and__ 
fourteen, and' from thence to the end of the then next Session of 
Parliament. 
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